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Upcoming Events 

ONE  
COMBINED  
W ORSHIP  
SERVICE   

10:00  AM 
ĊCelebratory lawn party for 
     the community   
 

ĊFood and fellowship with    
     all who wish to join us                      
 

ĊBring a dish or dessert  
 

ĊAnnual òFourth of Julyó  
     town parade begins at  
     1:30PM. 



 

 

 

My Year 5 Perspective: 
Getting Back to Godôs Basics 
 

The first week of July marked the beginning of my 5th year as 
your pastor.  So much has happened in the first four years and I 
am excited about beginning our fifth.  I have a profound sense 
that we are only just beginning to do what God brought us to-
gether for.  As I have been reflecting on our ministry, and as I 
have turned back to God in prayer seeking direction, I have 
been reminded of Godôs first messages to me about ministry at 
Bethany. 
 

The first time I ever saw Bethany Church was in the spring of 
2006.  I had driven from Mount Jackson, Virginia to visit one of 
my church members who was residing at Heritage Hall in Lees-
burg.  On my return trip I chose to get off the Route 7 Bypass 
and take the local route instead.  As I came through Purcellville, 
I couldnôt help noticing the beautiful stone church building on 
my left.  I turned immediately to take a look (we pastors like to 
do that).  I took great joy in this classically-styled building and 
as I did so I heard God speak these words to my heart: ñJeff, I 
want you to serve me here.ò  It was a striking moment that 
reached into my soul and that brought me here just a few 
months later. 
 

During that first trip, as I looked at the building, two things be-
came apparent: 
 

 1.  there was very little parking; and 
 2.  it was not accessible to persons with disabilities. 
 

Both of these things clearly impose limitations on ministry in 
Christôs church.  My first prayers for Bethany, therefore, were for 
parking and accessibility.  The very simple response I heard to 
these prayers was, ñDo it.ò 

 

Although I have occasionally lost sight of it in the past 4 years, I 
believe this is Godôs basic vision for Bethany. ñDo it.ò There is 
important ministry to be done for and with Godôs people here that 
requires this foundational work be done.  I will therefore be focus-
ing my prayers, my heart, and my energy to ensuring that this 
work will be started within the year. 
 

I have outlined below the current status of the parking and acces-
sibility projects.  We have never been closer than we are today.  
Some of us have been daunted by the scope of the project, but 
with minor revision this plan will accomplish precisely what we 
need and can be built just as quickly as any smaller, temporary 
accessibility structure.  Some of us have been dissuaded by ini-
tial estimates of the money that may be required, but we now 
believe those estimates were too high and that, in any case, 
there is no doubt that God will provide what we need. 
 

Please join me in prayer for this vision and for the Building Cam-
paign that will bring it to life within the coming year.  If we are in  

 
 
 
earnest prayer and if we 
trust our Lord, I know this 
work will be accom-
plished. 
  

I am blessed and honored 
to serve as your pastor. 
 

Blessings to you all! 

Pastor Jeff                     

 
 
 
 
 

PARKING 
The Board of Trustees is working closely with Mr. Carl Nichols of 
Hall Funeral Home to assist him in constructing a parking lot on 
his property behind the church.   We will be granting an ease-
ment on our road to provide access to that parking and we will 
seek ways to assist with financing.  The parking lot will be the 
property of Hall Funeral Home, but Hall will grant church access 
for Sunday mornings and for other purposes as needed and ar-
ranged.  This is an exciting partnership! 
 

We also expect to add a few specifically-designated ñHandicap 
Parkingò spaces on church property adjacent to our proposed 
building addition. 
 

ACCESSIBILITY 
The Board of Trustees has hired a local architect, Mr. Dennis 
Beese, to take our current concept plan for an accessible addi-
tion on the west side of the building to Purcellvilleôs Board of 
Architectural Review for specific feedback on its feasibility.  This 
work will be completed by July 10.  Once we know what the town 
will allow and how we might accomplish it, the board will take the 
next step in authorizing architectural designs. 
 

The board has a strong consensus for moving ahead quickly with 
this part of the work and is confident that the cost of this addition 
will be significantly lower than the first estimates we received.  
Bids for the work will be solicited when the architectural designs 
have been completed.  That, too, can be expected before year-
end 2010. 

 
BUILDING CAMPAIGN 

Although no timelines have been established yet, it seems likely 
that we will be ready to begin a Building Campaign before the end 
of 2010, perhaps as early as the fall.  The Board of Trustees will 
present designs, drawings, and bidding estimates to the Church 
Council and the Finance Committee to initiate this campaign. 
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VACATION  

BIBLE  
SCHOOL 

 
 
 
 

Ahoy! This summer, get ready for a vast voyage through God­s word! Meet new friends, 
play wild games, make amazing crafts, read swashbuckling Bible adventures and learn in-
credible music.  

Children ages: rising K- rising 5th.  Dinner will be provided each evening. 
 
 

 
 

 

Register 
Today!!! 

SUNDAY, JULY 25TH - VBS SUNDAY  
(during the 11:00 am Worship Service) 

BETHANY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 

DATE:     JULY 18th- 22nd 

TIME:      5:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

PLACE:  100 West Main Street,  
                Purcellville, VA 20132 

PHONE:  540-338-7648 

www.bethanyum@verizon.net 

http://www.bethanyum@verizon.net/
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OVERLOOK  RETREAT  & C AMPING  M INISTRIES  
 

Another summer of camping at Camp Overlook has begun!  We are blessed to be associ-

ated with this wonderful, faith-based, Christ-centered, mountain-top facility.  This year 

12 children from Bethany will be attending camp, along with two friends of Bethany 

kids.  Additionally, Bethany will be sponsoring two Hispanic children from our commu-

nity at a week of camp. 
 

�3�O�H�D�V�H�� �D�O�V�R�� �G�R�Q�¶�W�� �I�R�U�J�H�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �&�D�S�L�W�D�O�� �,�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �&�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�� �I�R�U�� �2�Y�H�U�O�R�R�N�� �L�V�� �F�R�Q��
tinuing and needs our contributions.  Overlook is growing and improving its facilities in 

ways that will reach out not only to the kids, but to youth and adult groups, too.   For 

�P�R�U�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���2�Y�H�U�O�R�R�N�����S�O�H�D�V�H���W�D�O�N���W�R���R�X�U���³�2�Y�H�U�O�R�R�N���$�P�E�D�V�V�D�G�R�U���´�� 

 

 

 

 

 

�+�(�$�/�7�+���N�L�W�V�«�����6�(�:�,�1�*���N�L�W�V�«����
�6�&�+�2�2�/���N�L�W�V�«�����/�$�<�(�7�7�(���N�L�W�V�«���� 

�%�(�'�'�,�1�*���N�L�W�V�«���� 
 

 

Boxes       Type              Kits        Value 
  2           Health                30         $ 360 
  1           Birthing              10              80 
  1           Sewing               20            360 
  6           Layette              37         1,295 
12           School              137         1,507 

 

Total:   234 Kits + 92 Health Kits in Feb. 

2010 TOTAL:   326 Kits valued at $4,706 
 
 

Reminder!!!  Collecting is an on-going process.  It 

is never too early to begin stocking our cabinet 

downstairs.  Leaflets listing kit items are located 

on the Mission Table.   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

2010 VIRGINIA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 
 

Pastor Jeff Roberts and Lay Leader Donna 

Werner represented Bethany at the 2010 Vir-

ginia Annual Conference in Norfolk, June 13-

�������� �� �7�K�L�V�� �\�H�D�U�¶�V�� �F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �Z�D�V�� �D�� �Z�R�Q�G�H�U�I�X�O��
blessing, including powerful preaching, inspir-

ing music, healthy debate, mission projects, 

and renewal of friendships and collegiality.  A 

full report of the conference will be provided 

by Donna.  Please watch for that report, which 

Donna will offer verbally in worship and also 

in writing. 
 

 
UMW  

READING  PROGRAM   
PARTICIPANTS  

 
 

 

Only two months remain in the UMW Reading Pro-

gram Year.  The total number of books read by UMW 

members and other Bethany readers must be reported to 

the district UMW office by the middle of August.  So 

include a book or two on the UMW Reading Program 

List in your summer reading.  Books and lists can be 

found in the designated file cabinet drawer in the church 

office.  Happy Reading! 


